Matthew Whitaker                                                                      www.matthewwhitaker.net
Multi-Instrumentalist | Grammy Winner | Emmy & NAACP Image Award Nominee | Band Leader | Composer | Arranger
Sponsored by: Yamaha Pianos, Viscount Organs, Roland Keyboards, Ultimate In-Ears
Musical Journey
· Began playing music at age three, inspired by a gift from his grandfather.
· Internationally recognized, featured on major TV programs: Showtime at the Apollo, Today Show, Ellen, 60 Minutes.
Film & Television
· Starred in, produced, and scored the Emmy-nominated documentary “About Tomorrow.”
· Composed score for “Starkeisha” (streaming on Hulu).
· Contributed to Emmy-winning Apple TV commercial “The Greatest.”
· Musical director debut: “Billy Strayhorn: Something to Live For” (2023, Pittsburgh).
Collaborations
· Guest soloist with Aspen Chamber Symphony (conducted by Marin Alsop), National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa, led by Alexander Shelley) and Bella Music Foundation (UNESCO Headquarters, Paris France led by Helen Cha-Pyo).
· Composed for the Bulgarian Symphony Orchestra (featured in “About Tomorrow”).
· Created score “Finding Free” for Alvin Ailey Dance Company’s 2024–2025 season 
· Collaborated with Jazz Foundation of America, Jon Batiste, Christian McBride, Derrick Hodge, Bootsy Collins, Ray Chew, NEA Jazz Master Regina Carter, Anderson Paak.
· Performed at the 2024 Paralympics Handover Ceremony.
Recognitions
· 2026 Grammy winner for arranging “Super Mario Praise Break” with the 8-Bit Big Band.
· Album nominated for Best Large Jazz Ensemble.
· Three-time ASCAP Foundation Herb Alpert Young Jazz Composers Award recipient.
· Four studio albums: “Outta The Box,” “Now Hear This,” “Connections,” “On Their Shoulders: An Organ Tribute” (2024, NAACP Image Award nominee).
Advocacy & Education
· Juilliard School graduate, passionate about music education for all.
· Artist in Residence at Augustana University (Sioux Falls, SD): teaches piano, music theory, ensembles, choirs.
· Accessibility advocate, consulting with companies and developers to improve inclusion for people with disabilities.
